
 
 

LSEAAS’ 40th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
“Looking Back, Paying It Forward” 

In support of The Singapore LSE Trust – Celebration with a Cause 

 
 
Dear Alumni and Friends of the LSE, 
 
We are just under a fortnight away from the Gala Dinner! If you have not already RSVPed, 
please do so soonest. Seats are filling-up and we are pushing past 23 tables to-date. The 
forthcoming Gala Dinner promises to be an evening of fun, entertainment and camaraderie 
as we catch-up with old friends and make new ones. Let’s come out and celebrate! 
 
For Dinner details and Registration, please visit the event webpage. 
* Please kindly fill-out the Donation Form and post it with your cheque payment to the 
address on the form – before the Gala Dinner. Thank you. 
 
In the run-up to the event, we bring you another edition of how The Singapore LSE Trust 
scholarship has impacted its recipient. We hope these personal stories will give you a 
glimpse and understanding of the work of The Singapore LSE Trust and encourage you to 
participate in its cause. 
 

“Looking Back” on an illustrious LSE Alumnus: 

Deputy Prime Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam 
 

DPM Tharman read Economics at the LSE (BSc. Economics, 1981). In 
July 2011, he became only the third Singaporean recipient of the 
award of Honorary Fellowship of the LSE. 
 
DPM Tharman was appointed Deputy Prime Minister in the 
Singapore Cabinet in May 2011.  He is also Minister for Finance, a 
responsibility he has performed since Dec 2007. 
 
DPM Tharman was made Chairman of the International Monetary 
and Financial Committee (IMFC), the policy steering committee of 

the IMF, in March 2011. He was also admitted to the Group of Thirty, also known as "The 
Consultative Group on International Economic and Monetary Affairs", in June 2008. 
 
Following his Bachelors education at the LSE, DPM Tharman obtained an MPhil in Economics 
at Cambridge University. He later obtained a masters in Public Administration at Harvard 
University, where he received the Lucius N Littauer Fellow award for outstanding 
performance and leadership potential.  In July 2010, he became the fifth recipient of the 
Award of Honorary Fellow of the Economic Society of Singapore. 
 
DPM Tharman spent much of his earlier professional life at the Monetary Authority of 
Singapore (MAS), where he was chief executive before entering politics in 2001.  He has 
served in economic and education appointments since then, including five years as Minister 
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“My life took a huge 
turn in January 2012, 
when I lost my 
mother to cancer…” 

for Education.  In May 2011, he was also appointed Chairman of MAS. DPM Tharman serves 
as Member of Parliament for Jurong GRC, and is 2nd Assistant Secretary-General of the 
People’s Action Party. 
 
Besides his responsibilities in Government, DPM Tharman is Chairman of the Ong Teng 
Cheong Labour Leadership Institute; and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Singapore 
Indian Development Association (SINDA). 
 
Married to fellow LSE alumnae Jane Yumiko Ittogi, a lawyer by background and now actively 
engaged in community work and the non-profit arts sector, including Chair of The Singapore 
LSE Trust and Chair, Singapore Art Museum.  They have four children. 
 
For a more detailed write-up, please visit the LSEAAS Website. 
 

 “Paying It Forward” – for Brenda Soh  
 

In the lead-up to the Gala Dinner on Saturday 5 October, we are 
pleased to introduce Brenda Soh, a current LSE undergraduate 
(Class of 2015) and one of thirteen recipients of The Singapore LSE 
Trust Study Award Scholarships to date. 
 
In a candid Q & A interview, Brenda recounted her privilege at 
having received the Trust scholarship, and gave an account of her 
time at the LSE and afterwards – reaffirming just why we are very 
proud to have been able to play a part in his life at the School. 

 

Please tell us a little about yourself 
Growing up in a Singaporean middle-class family, I led a fairly comfortable life and more 
importantly, I was fortunate to have nurturing and supportive parents who saw the 
importance of education from a early age.  
 
My life took a huge turn in January 2012, when I lost 
my mother to cancer, which she had battled for  four 
years. My mother had dedicated her life to taking care 
of the family, and it was not easy to come to terms 
with losing such a big part of our lives. 
 
Furthermore, my family was also financially drained due to the medical expenses paid over 
the years. Faced with the sea-change, my family stayed strong and united, coping with the 
many changes in our lives with the help and support of relatives and friends . 
 
It was because of such circumstances that the decision to go to LSE was a particularly 
difficult one, but I am grateful for The Singapore LSE Trust scholarship which relieved the 
financial pressure on my family and gave me the confidence to further my education, which 
will enable me to move on to realise my potential in achieving greater things in life – 
something which my mother would be proud of. 
 

Why the LSE and The Singapore LSE Trust Scholarship? 

LSE is a world-renowned institution that focuses on grooming its students into outstanding 
contributors to the social science community. It is well-recognized by potential employers 
and also located in central London where one can meet and learn from people of all 
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cultures. I aspired to, and chose the LSE to develop my critical thinking skills, to have a wide-
ranging exposure inside-and-outside of the field of social sciences, as well as to hopefully 
develop a meaningful and fulfilling career. 
 
Having been accepted into the LSE, I had passed the academic hurdle, but the high cost of 
studying overseas could not be ignored and I knew that without a scholarship or loan, I 
would not have been able to go. Notwithstanding, I was unwilling to give up something I had 
worked so hard for simply because of financial constraints. Hence when I was awarded the 
scholarship, I felt extremely thankful and blessed to know that I would finally be able to fulfil 
my dream without putting a huge financial burden on my family. 
 

How has your LSE experience shaped you? 
Living on my own in London has certainly taught me to be more independent, both in the 
classroom and in my daily life. I have learnt that it is imperative to motivate and push myself 
in order to realise my fullest potential in whatever I do, while attending classes with fellow 
students of diverse backgrounds and cultures has also given me the prized opportunity to 
leave my comfort zone, meet new people and embrace different perspectives with an open 
mind.  

 

How do you intend to “Pay It Forward”? 
I have completed my first-year at the LSE, and am looking forward to the challenging and 
exciting two years ahead at the School. I am currently doing an internship in the Legal Aid 
Bureau under the Singapore Legal Service. This experience has opened my eyes to the 
“softer side” of a legal career – where I am able to help the under privileged in society. I 
plan to further explore different career options in the next few years and put my skills to 
meaningful use by giving back to society through pro bono work, social enterprise and 
volunteering among others things. I would also like to engage and keep the LSE-spirit alive 
among the alumni community while guiding and nurturing future LSE students in the way 
how the Trustees of The Singapore LSE Trust have supported us. 
 

Shed some light on how The Singapore LSE Trust scholarship has 
helped you, in view of your background and financial needs? 
The Singapore LSE Trust scholarship provided me with the much-needed financial support 
for an education at a world-class institution in London. Without the scholarship, I would not 
have had the chance to pursue my studies at the LSE and gain the incomparable life 
experience of studying abroad.  
 
Even if I had been able to somehow take a loan to finance my studies, I would not have been 
able to live and study with a peace of mind knowing the financial burden I would be 
imposing on my family. In this respect, the Study Award has been definitive. 
 
More importantly, being a Singapore LSE Trust Scholarship recipient of also reminds me that 
I am part of a community that embodies the spirit of “giving back”, to the School and society 
at large. This, I feel, serves as a constant reminder of my humble roots and also brings me 
back to my original aspirations – which is important because it is at times easy to be swayed 
by my peers when it comes to deciding how I would like to spend my time, build my career 
and shape my life. The scholarship has helped me not just financially but also personally, by 
always reminding me to review my goals and discover what I truly believe in and want to 
achieve in my life. 
 



The Gala Dinner: 
The theme for the Gala Dinner, “Looking Back, Paying It Forward” reflects the dual objective 
of celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the LSEAAS and increasing awareness of, and support 
for The Singapore LSE Trust. Launched in 2004, the Trust was set up to allow alumni to play 
a meaningful part in supporting young Singaporeans who have gained admission to the LSE 
but face financial hurdles in pursuit of an LSE education. The Trust raises funds to provide 
direct undergraduate scholarships to Singaporean students, enabling them to walk the same 
passageways that we used to walk and benefited from. 
 
As we come together for this very special evening, it presents a unique opportunity for us to 
celebrate with a cause – where we 'Pay It Forward' and help a deserving candidate with a 
social conscience achieve their dream of studying at the LSE. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
The LSEAAS Committee and The Singapore LSE Trust 


