
 
 

LSEAAS 40th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
“Looking Back, Paying It Forward” 

In support of The Singapore LSE Trust – Celebration with a Cause 

 

 

Dear Alumni and Friends of the LSE, 

 

In the lead-up to the Gala Dinner on Saturday, 5 October, at the Marina Bay Sands; we 

bring another edition of how The Singapore LSE Trust scholarship has impacted its recipient. 

The forthcoming Gala Dinner promises to be an evening of fun, entertainment and 

camaraderie as we catch-up with old friends and make new ones. We are delighted to have 

as our Guests-of-Honour Mr. Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister for Finance of Singapore and Professor Craig Calhoun, Director of LSE. 

 

For Dinner details and Registration, please visit the event webpage. 

 

“Looking Back” on a distinguished LSE alumnus: 

Dr. Goh Keng Swee –  Singapore’s Economic Architect 

 

The late former Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Goh Keng Swee was both 

an alumnus and Honorary Fellow of LSE. 

 

Dr. Goh was made an Honorary Fellow of LSE in 1966 for distinction 

in public life and outstanding services to the School. The award, the 

first to a Singaporean, followed a long attachment to the LSE that 

began with a degree in economics (graduating first-class and 

winning the William Farr prize in 1951). A scholarship enabled him 

to continue his studies in London with a PhD awarded in 1954. 

 

Dr. Goh’s time in London was also characterized by his founding the Malayan Forum with 

fellow students including Abdul Razak (later Malaysia's second Prime Minister), Maurice 

Baker (subsequently Singapore's High Commissioner to Malaysia), Lee Kuan Yew and Toh 

Chin Chye. The Forum empowered him to find a passion in politics and established his 

lifelong mission in serving others.  

 

Dr. Goh was Executive Chairman of the Institute of East Asian Political Economy (now the 

East Asian Institute in the National University of Singapore) and he led the establishment of 

the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), which celebrated its 40th anniversary in 

2008. 

 

Dr. Goh’s career combined front-line politics in a burgeoning nation with a life-long 

involvement in education and its development. Dr. Goh was Singapore’s first Minister for 

Finance when it became self-governing in 1959 and was later Minister for Defense and 

Minister for Education. In 1980 he was appointed First Deputy Prime Minister. 

 

During Dr. Goh’s time in government, he championed a pragmatic programme of 



“The best parts of my childhood 

were spent at my mother’s 

coffee shop-house in Redhill.” 

industrialization and led successful efforts to raise the living standards of citizens by 

attracting foreign investment into the country. 

 

Dr Goh Keng Swee passed away on 14 May, 2010 after a long illness. He remains one of the 

most respected luminaries in Singapore and the LSE alumni community. 

 

For a more detailed write-up, please visit the LSEAAS Website. 

 

“Paying It Forward” – for Elaine Tan 
 

We are pleased to introduce Elaine Tan, current second-year student 

(Class of 2014) and one of twelve recipients of The Singapore LSE Trust 

Study Award Scholarships to date. 

 

In a candid Q & A interview, Elaine recounted her privilege at having 

received the Trust scholarship, and gave an account of her time at the 

LSE and afterwards – reaffirming just why we are very proud to have 

been able to play a part in her life at the School. 

 

Please tell us a little about yourself 

I grew up as the youngest of three children in a single-parent family. The best parts of my 

childhood were spent my mother’s coffee shophouse in Redhill. Afternoons were spent 

helping out in our small shop — serving “kopi”, washing cups, developing my love for food 

and cafes in general — while waiting for the perfect chance to sneak out the back door to 

play with the kids from the neighbourhood.  

 

Perhaps it was the lack of a gate separating my concept of a “home” and the 

“neighbourhood”, or because my mother was too busy with the shop to keep me on a tight 

leash; but by the time I was old enough to care, I quickly realized that I was quite different 

compared to my peers at a prestigious all-girls school. I was more independent, more 

resourceful, and certainly more “hardy”. That being said, I was also less obedient, less 

studious and definitely less lady-like.  

 

I am very lucky to have an extremely 

supportive mother that did not place 

tremendous emphasis on academic 

excellence — she supported me in 

pursuing whatever I wanted, as long as I 

kept my grades decent enough. Now I 

understand it with clarity — but growing up I learnt rather than studied, pursued fun and 

interesting passions rather than CCA-points, and had the precocious freedom to do things 

my heart compelled me to, not because I felt an expectation to. 

 

Why the LSE and The Singapore LSE Trust Scholarship? 
LSE’s strong interdisciplinary emphasis appealed to me — it is the only university to offer 

both geography and economics as one integrated degree, as opposed to two separate 

majors as is the norm. Furthermore the prospect of being able to live in London and 

“understand the causes of things” seduced me greatly. I ruled out Oxbridge, deterred by its 

strong academic focus. I wanted a more balanced experience at university, and I loved the 

bustle of cities too much. With all that going for the LSE, I dreamt of being able to study 

there one day. 



“The Study Award 

transformed my life.”  

 

Dream as I may have, I was deeply aware of the limitations of my family’s finances. Raising 

three children, and supporting two grandparents was not easy for my mother as a single 

parent. Her acute awareness of how restricted the future can be without a good education 

led her to make the many sacrifices she did in order to provide us with the best education 

we were capable of. Yet, the cost of an overseas education was a burden that I could not 

possibly have asked her to shoulder.  

 

I learnt of The Singapore LSE Trust Scholarship while I 

was searching for financial help to fulfill my aspirations 

to the LSE. I am thankful for having been awarded the 

Trust Scholarship; its value to me far outweighs its 

monetary sum of £30,000. The Study Award transformed my life. It represents a fulfillment 

of dreams — my dream of being able to further my education at one of the most prestigious 

universities in the world, a mother’s dream of seeing her seeing her daughter succeed in 

spite of financial limitations, and it seeded in me an empowerment to dream bigger things. 

 

How has your LSE experience shaped you? 
 My LSE experience is humbling. I have learnt so much within the past two years, yet am 

increasing aware of how little I know. Having been accustomed to Singapore’s education 

system, LSE compels me to retrain my “learning muscles” to become more sensitive to the 

different approaches to, and perspectives of any issue. Being in an academic institution of 

excellence and embraced by a diverse and multicultural student body also encouraged me 

to work harder than I ever have – to strive towards not that which is good, but excellent.  

 

Being presented with a freedom to learn also taught me to take responsibility for it by 

learning to define success on my own terms. To me, going abroad to study at LSE is less 

about going to a new place and learning new content. It is about educating myself to learn, 

and coming home to revisit old ideas and places and with a fresh perspective. 
 

How do you intend to “Pay It Forward”? 
At the LSE, I served on the Committee of LSESU Singapore Society as an Events Officer. My 

term on the Committee saw me organizing various events that I hope helped to foster a 

sense of camaraderie amongst Singaporeans at the LSE. I remember running around 

frantically one evening , reliving my coffee-shop days of old when we took on the challenge 

of whipping up a steamboat feast for 120 people during the Chinese New Year. While I 

served on the Committee of Singapore Society 

out of a desire to give back to the LSE 

community, I found myself being rewarded for 

my service. While I have made many friends from 

different lands at the LSE; the closest friends I 

have are those whom I served with on the 

Committee. 

 

I look forward to serving the LSE community further upon graduation. I have thoroughly 

enjoyed my LSE experience thus far, and that would not have been possible if not for the 

generous donations of those that have gone before me. I hope to be able to pay forward the 

gracious assistance that has been rendered to me someday — but for now I hope that my 

story will encourage you to empower others after me to experience the gift of an 

education at the LSE. 

 

“ The Singapore LSE Trust 

Scholarship has made a 

difference in my life, and 

left an indelible mark.” 



The Gala Dinner: 
The theme for the Gala Dinner, “Looking Back, Paying It Forward” reflects the dual objective 

of celebrating the 40
th

 Anniversary of the LSEAAS and increasing awareness of, and support 

for The Singapore LSE Trust. Launched in 2004, the Trust was set up to allow alumni to play 

a meaningful part in supporting young Singaporeans who have gained admission to the LSE 

but face financial hurdles in pursuit of an LSE education. The Trust raises funds to provide 

direct undergraduate scholarships to Singaporean students, enabling them to walk the same 

passageways that we used to walk and benefited from. 

 

As we come together for this very special evening, it presents a unique opportunity for us to 

celebrate with a cause – where we 'Pay It Forward' and help a deserving candidate with a 

social conscience achieve their dream of studying at the LSE. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

The LSEAAS Committee and The Singapore LSE Trust 


