
 

 
 

LSEAAS’ 40th Anniversary Gala Dinner 
“Looking Back, Paying It Forward” 

In support of The Singapore LSE Trust – Celebration with a Cause 

 
 
Dear Alumni and Friends of the LSE, 
 

Turning 40, the LSEAAS celebrates with a Gala Dinner on Saturday, 5 October, at the 
Marina Bay Sands. This event promises to be an evening of fun, entertainment and 
camaraderie as we catch-up with old friends and make new ones. We are delighted to have 
as our Guests-of-Honour Mr. Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Finance and Professor Craig Calhoun, Director of LSE. 
 
The theme for the Gala Dinner, “Looking Back, Paying It Forward” reflects the dual objective 
of celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the LSEAAS and increasing awareness of, and support 
for The Singapore LSE Trust. Launched in 2004, the Trust was set up to allow alumni to play 
a meaningful part in supporting young Singaporeans who have gained admission to the LSE 
and who face financial hurdles in pursuit of an LSE education. The Trust raises funds to 
provide direct undergraduate scholarships to Singaporean students, and enables them to 
walk the same passageways that we used to walk and have benefited from. 
 
As we come together for this very special evening, it presents a unique opportunity for us to 
celebrate with a cause – a meaningful cause where we help to 'Pay It Forward' and help a 
deserving candidate with a social conscience achieve their dream of studying at the LSE, and 
walk the same hallways as we did years ago. 
 

“Looking Back” on the LSEAAS 
 
In September 1973, the LSE Alumni Association of Singapore (LSEAAS) was formally 
registered as a society with the Registry of Societies (0169/1973) in Singapore. Past 
luminaries closely associated with the LSE, and indeed the LSEAAS from the 1970s through 
to the 2000s include former Deputy Prime Minister Dr. Goh Keng Swee, Professor You Poh 
Seng, Professor Saw Swee Hock, and many other distinguished alumni. 
 
The LSEAAS has seen its ups and downs over the 
years. Notwithstanding, the LSEAAS today continues 
a proud tradition of facilitating and organizing 
events that are educational and entertaining – a 
means to maintain our links with the School and 
alumni here in Singapore. 
 
The LSEAAS is also the platform that birthed The 
Singapore LSE Trust as an independent initiative. On 22 October 2004, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Finance, Mr. Tharman Shanmugaratnam, an alumnus and an 
Honorary Fellow of the LSE launched The Singapore LSE Trust over a dinner at the Asian 
Civilizations Museum. 



“Without the 
Trust scholarship, 
I wouldn’t be the 
person I am 
today.” 
 

 

“LSE education is 
life changing.” 

“Paying It Forward” – for Jen Han 
 

In the lead-up to the Gala Dinner on Saturday 5 October, we are 
pleased to introduce Wong Jen Han, LSE alumnus (2011) and one of 
twelve recipients of The Singapore LSE Trust Study Award 
Scholarships to date. 
 
In a candid Q & A interview, Jen Han recounted his privilege at having 
received the Trust scholarship, and gave an account of his time at the 
LSE and afterwards – reaffirming just why we are very proud to have 
been able to play a part in his life at the School. 

 

Please tell us a little about yourself 
I grew up in a single-income Singaporean household of four. My family have always been 
thrifty and needed to keep track of expenses. At school, despite not always scoring top 
grades, I balanced studies and extra-curricular activities well, including gymnastics and 
kayaking. On hindsight, these elements played an integral part of my personal development 
during formative years. 

 

Why the LSE and The Singapore LSE Trust Scholarship? 
I began thinking seriously about studying overseas in junior college. Without question, LSE 
emerged as my top choice. 
 
I wanted to gain a deeper understanding of Economics through a focused undergraduate 
education. And where else can one have the opportunity of both learning in a world-
renowned institution and living in London, one of the greatest cities in the world? 

 
Words cannot describe my elation when I received an offer 
to study at the LSE. However, my excitement was short-lived, 
as I faced an immediate challenge: funding. At that time, my 
father was about to retire, and an education at the LSE 
would pose a severe drain on my family’s financial resources 
and cash flow. 
 

Thankfully, I was fortunate to have been awarded The Singapore LSE Trust Scholarship, 
which provided a means for me to obtain the education of my dreams. It is a unique 
scholarship in that it encourages students to pursue any disciplines, while it also imposes 
no work obligations or service “bonds” that many scholarships in Singapore typically come 
with. I was free to choose the industry/company I wished to work for upon graduation, 
which I am extremely grateful for today. 
 

How has your LSE experience shaped you? 
My LSE experience was both enriching and memorable. The world-class education taught 
me important critical thinking skills, while my daily interactions with the driven and dynamic 

student body inspired me to aim high and dream big. 
London’s buzz and vibrancy as the world’s financial capital 
was also a true eye-opener for a young Singaporean boy like 
myself, and had a huge impact on my choice of pursuing a 

career in finance. I am now working as a corporate finance analyst in a US investment bank. 
Looking back, I truly appreciate my LSE experience, which had prepared me well for the 
challenges I encounter now on a daily basis. I am eager to see what the future brings. 



“Alumni like you have 
taught me that people 
care – and have given 
me the precious gift of 
an LSE education.” 

 

How do you intend to “Pay It Forward”? 
Without the Trust scholarship, I wouldn’t be the person I am today. I want to reach out to 
contribute, to help more fellow Singaporeans in the way The Singapore LSE Trust 
Scholarship did for me. 
 

I am currently involved in organizing the LSEAAS 
40th Anniversary Gala Dinner "Looking Back, Paying 
It Forward" that will take place on 5 October 2013. 
One of the goals of the evening is to raise funds for 
The Singapore LSE Trust – to help pave the way for 
supporting more successful LSE applicants with 
financial needs in the future, who may otherwise not 
be able to secure sufficient funding, to the LSE. To 
me, this is a meaningful cause, not only because I was a recipient myself, but also because 
an LSE education is life changing. It would be a huge pity if a deserving individual were to be 
denied this opportunity due to a lack of funding. 
 

Alumni like you have taught me that people care – and have given me the precious gift of 
an LSE education. I believe that there are many more alumni out there who are happy to 
help, and this Gala Dinner serves as an avenue for alumni – who has benefited from their 
own LSE experience to come forth to donate to a good cause. 
 
This August and September, we will be sharing stories of recipients of The Singapore LSE 
Trust fortnightly as the LSEAAS celebrates turning 40 with a worthy cause – raising funds for 
The Singapore LSE Trust. For the full-story, please visit The Singapore LSE Trust webpage at, 
http://www.lsesingapore.com/index.php/lse_trust/media/ 
 
Please join us, fellow alumni and friends of LSE for the celebration and mark your diaries. 
Further details on the dinner will be shared in due course. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

The LSEAAS Committee and The Singapore LSE Trust 


